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Autorité pour les partis poliliquas
eurapéens et les fondations
politiques curopéennos

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

¥ G
Troms\

on cooperation
between

The Authority for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations
(hereinafter referred to as the " Authority")

and
the Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of Moldova
Together hereinafter referred to as the "Parties”,

Having regard to Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 22 October 2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties and
European political foundations', as last amended by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2019/493 of
the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 March 2019? (“Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014”),

Having regard to the Electoral Code No. 325/20223, the Law No. 294/2007 on law on political
parties*, as well as the Regulation on the activity of Central Electoral Commission, approved
by the decision No. 1098/2023,

Having regard to the letter from the Authority of 23 February 2024 D(2024)6676 to the
governmental authorities of the Republic of Moldova requesting designation of a national
contact point in light of and without prejudice to the advancement of the candidate status of
Moldova for accession to the European Union,

Having regard to the communication from the Bureau for European Integration of the Republic

of Moldova of 23 May 2024 which notified Mr. Pavel Postica, Deputy Chairman of the Central
Electoral Commission, as national contact point to the Authority,

Whereas:

(1) In accordance with Article 6 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, the Authority
is an independent body established for the purpose of registering, controlling and

'OJL 317 4.11.2014, p. 1.

20J L 851,27.3.2019, p. 7.

3 Electoral Code of the Republic of Moldova No. 325/2022 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldova, 2022,
no. 426-427, article 770).

* Law no. 294-XVI of 2007 on Political Parties, December 21, 2007 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldova
from February 29, 2008, no. 42-44/119).
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imposing sanctions on European political parties and European political foundations,
which also provides transparency services to Union citizens,

The Authority exercises its tasks in cooperation with a network of national contact
points in competent authorities designated by each Member State of the European
Union in accordance with Article 2(10) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.
Pursuant to Article 28(1) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, the Authority
exchanges information with these national contact points in the European Union as
appropriate for operational purposes, without prejudice to applicable data security and
data protection rules. Based on experience in the practical application of Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 and national legal frameworks, the Authority and
national contact points also exchange best practices on supervision of political parties
financing and transparency rules,

In accordance with Article 18 of the Electoral Code of Republic of Moldova, the
mission of the Central Electoral Commission is to create optimal conditions for the
unhindered exercise, by citizens of the Republic of Moldova, of constitutional rights to
elect and be elected within the framework of free and fair elections, including
compliance with legislation on the financing of political parties and electoral
campaigns,

In accordance with Article 26 of the Electoral Code of Republic of Moldova, the Central
Electoral Commission, inter alia: examines the notifications and complaints on the Law
of the Republic of Moldova on infringements related to the political parties, electoral
campaigns and initiative groups financing; it cooperates and provides information
assistance for the development of independent studies on monitoring political parties,
electoral campaigns and initiative groups financing; it processes personal data as an
operator, under the conditions laid down by Law No. 133/2011 on the protection of
personal data of the Republic of Moldova,

Without prejudice to the accession process of the Republic of Moldova to the European
Union, the Parties agree to establish a framework of cooperation, in particular on
supervision of financing and transparency of political parties, as well as electoral
campaigns integrity,

A Memorandum of Understanding should set out this framework, within the limits of
the respective specific mandates, means and capabilities,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1
Objective

The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding is to set out the modalities for
cooperation between the Parties in the following areas:

(a)

(b)

exchanges on experiences and best practices as regards supervision of political parties
financing, transparency and electoral campaigns integrity, and

cooperation in specific cases within the mandates of both Parties, including as regards
suspected interferences in democratic processes by non-democratic countries or other
malign actors, subject to applicable provisions of the Parties’ respective legal
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frameworks, in particular on the protection of personal data, as well as appropriate data
security modalities.

Article 2
Roles and responsibilities

Subject to the Parties’ respective legal frameworks, as well as availability and approval of

budgetary means,

1. The Parties shall endeavour to exchange best practices and information, each within
their mandate, for the objectives and within the limits set out in Article 1.

2. The Authority shall grant the Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of Moldova
appropriate observer participation modalities at relevant national contact point
meetings that it hosts or organises.

3 The Central Electoral Commission shall grant the Authority appropriate observer

participation modalities at relevant international meetings on political parties and
electoral campaigns financing that it hosts or organises.

Article 3
Expenses

The Parties each bear their own expenses that may arise in the course of implementing this
Memorandum of Understanding, unless agreed otherwise on a case-by-case basis.

Article 4
Confidentiality

The Parties each undertake not to disclose any information, document or other material
communicated to them from the respective other Party without the prior written consent
of the originating Party. This is without prejudice to transparency obligations of the
Parties, respectively, under European Union law and Moldovan law.

Requests for public access to information made to either of the Parties that concern
documents or information originating from the other Party, where such requests could
be deemed admissible and founded, shall be submitted to the originating Party for their
opinion as soon as possible and in any event at the latest 5 working days before a
decision on public access is taken.

The information exchanged between the Parties excludes classified information.

Article §
Entry into force, duration and revision

This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force on the day following its
signature by the Parties.

Each Party may terminate the Memorandum of Understanding in writing with a notice
of three months. Termination shall not affect the retention and use of documents and
information exchanged prior to termination taking effect, nor the provisions of Article
4 as applicable thereto.



3. The Parties may by mutual agreement at any time amend or supplement this
Memorandum of Understanding. Any such amendments, supplements, or terminations
shall be in writing.

4. This Memorandum of Understanding is without prejudice to the accession process and
shall be deemed terminated as of the day at which the Republic of Moldova accedes to
the European Union, at which time European Union law will apply directly in the
Republic of Moldova, including provisions on cooperation between Authority and
national contact points.

Done in Brussels on 26 September 2024 in duplicate copy in the English and Romanian
languages, each of these copies being equal authentic.

For the Authority for European Political  For the Central Electoral Commission of
Parties and European Political the Republic of Moldova
Foundations,

Pasc CHONZ Angelica CARAMAN
Director Chairperson



Autorité pour les partis politiquas
auropéens at les fondations
politiques curopéennc
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MEMORANDUM DE INTELEGERE

privind cooperarea
intre

Autoritatea pentru partidele politice europene si fundatiile politice europene (denumiti
in continuare ,,Autoritatea”)

si
Comisia Electorala Centrald a Republicii Moldova,
ambele denumite in continuare ,,parti”,

Avand n vedere Regulamentul (UE, Euratom) nr. 1141/2014 al Parlamentului European si al
Consiliului din 22 octombrie 2014 privind statutul si finantarea partidelor politice europene si
a fundatiilor politice europene', conform ultimelor modificari efectuate prin Regulamentul
(UE, Euratom) 2019/493 al Parlamentului European si al Consiliului din 25 martie 2019>
[,,Regulamentul (UE, Euratom) nr. 1141/2014”’],

Avénd in vedere Codul electoral nr. 325/20223, Legea nr. 294/2007 privind partidele politice*,
precum si Regulamentul privind activitatea Comisiei Electorale Centrale, aprobat prin
hotararea nr. 1098/2023,

Avaénd in vedere scrisoarea Autoritdtii din 23 februarie 2024 D(2024)6676 adresata autoritatilor
guvernamentale din Republica Moldova, prin care se solicitd desemnarea unui punct national
de contact, tindnd cont de evolutia statutului de tara candidata al Republicii Moldovei pentru
aderarea la Uniunea Europeana si fara a afecta acest proces,

Avand in vedere comunicarea Biroului pentru integrare europeand al Republicii Moldova din

23 mai 2024, conform cédreia domnul Pavel Postica, vicepresedintele Comisiei Electorale
Centrale, este desemnat in calitate de punct de contact national cu Autoritatea,

Tinand cont de:

(1)  “Articolul 6 din Regulamentul (UE, Euratom) nr. 1141/2014, conform caruia
Autoritatea este un organism independent instituit cu scopul de a inregistra, controla si

1'JOL317,4.11.2014,p. 1.

2JOJ L 851,27.3.2019, p. 7.

3 Codul electoral al Republicii Moldova nr. 325/2022 (Monitorul Oficial al Republicii Moldova, 2022, nr. 426-
427, articolul 770).

* Legea nr, 294-XVI din 2007 privind partidele politice, 21 decembrie 2007 (Monitorul Oficial al Republicii
Moldova din 29.2.2008, nr. 42-44/119).



@

&)

4)

)

(6)

impune sanctiuni partidelor politice europene si fundatiilor politice europene, care oferd
totodatd cetdtenilor Uniunii servicii in materie de transparentd,

Articolul 2 alineatul (10) din Regulamentul (UE, Euratom) nr. 1141/2014, conform
ciruia Autoritatea 1si exercitd atributiile in cooperare cu o refea de puncte de contact
nationale din cadrul autoritdtilor competente, desemnate de fiecare stat membru al
Uniunii Europene, precum si articolul 28 alineatul (1) din Regulamentul (UE, Euratom)
nr. 1141/2014, potrivit caruia Autoritatea face schimb de informatii cu aceste puncte de
contact nafionale din cadrul Uniunii Europene, dupd caz, in scopuri operationale, fara
a aduce atingere normelor aplicabile in materie de securitate si protectie a datelor. In
baza experienfei privind aplicarea practici a Regulamentului (UE, Euratom) nr.
1141/2014 si a cadrelor legale nationale, Autoritatea si punctele nationale de contact
fac, de asemenea, schimb de bune practici privind supravegherea finantérii partidelor
politice si normele in materie de transparenta,

Articolul 18 din Codul electoral al Republicii Moldova, care prevede cd misiunea
Comisiei Electorale Centrale este de a crea conditii optime pentru exercitarea
neingraditd de catre cetifenii Republicii Moldova a drepturilor constitutionale de a
alege si de a fi alesi in cadrul unor alegeri libere si corecte, inclusiv respectarea
legislatiei privind finantarea partidelor politice si a campaniilor electorale,

Articolul 26 din Codul electoral al Republicii Moldova, conform ciruia Comisia
Electorald Centrald, printre altele: examineazd sesizdrile si contestatiile privind
incdlcarea legislatiei cu privire la finantarea partidelor politice, a campaniilor electorale
si a grupurilor de initiativd; coopereazi si acordd asistentd informationald la elaborarea
unor studii independente de monitorizare a finantarii partidelor politice, a campaniilor
electorale si a grupurilor de initiativa; prelucreaza date cu caracter personal in calitate
de operator, in conditiile previzute de Legea Republicii Moldova nr. 133/2011 privind
protectia datelor cu caracter personal,

Partile convin sd stabileasca un cadru de cooperare, fara a afecta procesul de aderare a
Republicii Moldova la Uniunea Europeand, in special privind supravegherea si
transparentizarea finantdrii partidelor politice, asigurarea integritdtii campaniilor
electorale,

Memorandumul de intelegere urmeazd si stabileascd acest cadru, In limitele
mandatelor, mijloacelor si capacitifilor specifice respective,

se pun de acord cu privire la urmétoarele dispozitii:

Articolul 1
Obiectiv

Obiectivul prezentului Memorandum de intelegere este de a stabili modalititile de cooperare
intre pérti in urmatoarele domenii:

(2)

(b)

schimburi de experientd si de bune practici privind supravegherea si transparentizarea
finantdrii partidelor politice gi asigurarea integritatii campaniilor electorale,

cooperarea in situatii specifice, in limitele mandatelor ambelor parti, inclusiv privind
presupusele ingerinte In procesele democratice din partea tdrilor nedemocratice sau alti
actori rauvoitori, sub rezerva dispozitiilor aplicabile din cadrele legale respective ale
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partilor, in special privind protectia datelor cu caracter personal, precum si modalitatile
adecvate de securizare a datelor.

Articolul 2
Roluri si responsabilitéiti
Sub rezerva cadrelor legale respective ale pérfilor, precum si a disponibilitétii si aprobarii
mijloacelor bugetare,

L Pirtile vor depune eforturi pentru a face schimb de bune practici si de informatii, fiecare
in limitele mandatului sau, in functie de obiectivele si limitele stabilite la articolul 1.

2 Autoritatea va oferi Comisiei Electorale Centrale a Republicii Moldova modalitafi
adecvate pentru participare, in calitate de observator, la reuniunile relevante ale
punctelor de contact nationale pe care le gdzduieste sau le organizeaza.

3 Comisia Electorald Centrald va oferi Autorititii modalititi adecvate de participare, in
calitate de observator, la reuniunile internationale relevante privind finantarea
partidelor politice si a campaniilor electorale, pe care le gdzduieste sau le organizeaza.

Articolul 3
Cheltuieli

Fiecare parte suportd cheltuielile proprii care pot apérea in cursul implementérii prezentului
Memorandum de intelegere, cu exceptia situafiei in care se convine altfel, dupi caz.

Articolul 4
Confidentialitate

1. Fiecare parte se angajeaza sa nu divulge informatii, documente sau alte materiale care
i-au fost comunicate de cealaltd parte, fird acordul prealabil in scris al partii de la care
provin. Acest lucru nu va aduce atingere obligatiilor de transparentd ale partilor,
respectiv in temeiul legislatiei Uniunii Europene si a legislatiei Republicii Moldova.

2. Cererile de acces public la informatii adresate oricdreia dintre pérti, care se referd la
documente sau informatii care provin din partea celeilalte parti, in cazul in care cererile
respective ar putea fi considerate admisibile i intemeiate, se vor transmit spre avizare
partii de la care provin informatiile, cat mai curénd posibil si, in orice caz, cel tirziu cu
5 zile lucratoare inainte de luarea deciziei privind oferirea accesului public.

3. Informatiile care fac obiectul schimburilor intre parti nu vor include informatii
clasificate.

Articolul 5
Intrarea in vigoare, valabilitate i revizuire

1. Prezentul Memorandum de intelegere intrd in vigoare in ziva urmétoare datei semndrii
sale de cétre parti.

L Fiecare parte poate denunta Memorandumul de intelegere in scris, cu un preaviz de trei
luni. Incetarea aplicdrii Memorandumului nu va afecta pastrarea si utilizarea
documentelor si a informatiilor care au fost schimbate inainte de intrarea in vigoare a
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incetdrii acestuia, precum si prevederile Articolului 4, in mésura in care acestea se
aplica.

3 Partile pot sd modifice sau sd& completeze prezentul Memorandum de intelegere de
comun acord si in orice moment. Eventualele modificéri, completdri sau denuntéri se
fac in scris.

4, Prezentul Memorandum de intelegere nu va afecta procesul de aderare si va fi
considerat caduc de la data aderarii Republicii Moldova la Uniunea Europeand, moment
in care legislatia Uniunii Europene se va aplica in mod direct in Republica Moldova,
inclusiv dispozitiile privind cooperarea dintre Autoritate si punctele nationale de
contact;

Incheiat la Bruxelles, la 26 septembrie 2024, in dous exemplare, in limbile engleza si roména,
fiecare dintre aceste exemplare fiind considerate n egald méasurd autentice.

Pentru Autoritatea pentru partidele Pentru Comisia Electoralid Centrala
politice europene si fundatiile politice a Republicii Moldova
europene,

Angelica CARAMAN
Presedinta

Director
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